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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 ,2,5,6&9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shore et al (US 5,760,767). 

Regarding claim 1 , Shore et al disclose the editing of moving images such as 
audio/video images, including the user interface that provides sophisticated editing 
functions that are easy to implement, comprising: 

a) a reproducing device operable to reproduce image signals recorded on a 
recording medium (see Fig.1 ; disk memory 35 and the playback video tape recorder (P- 
VTR) 20; col.2, lines 45-60; col.3, lines 9-33); 

b) a setting unit operable to set at least one image signal start point and end 
point for editing the recorded image signals (see Fig.3, buttons 330 and 332; col.4, lines 
24-38); 

c) a storage device operable to store the at least one image signal start point and 
end point set by the setting unit (see disk memory, for example; the log cards which 
reflect the clips created by the user during playback of source inputs; the clips include 
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two frame images, reflecting the frame at the start point and the frame at the end point 
of clip., the created log cards/clips are digitized and stored in disk memory, for example; 
col.4, line 56 to col.5, line 6; and col.5, lines 41-52), here once the log cards/clips are 
stored, the image signal set start point and end point are stored; and 

d) a controller operable to control the display of marks corresponding to the 
stored signal start points and end points (see col.5, lines 53-63), here although the 
controller is not explicitly shown, during editing, a control means is inherent, which 
controls the display of marks corresponding to the stored signal start points and end 
points, because when the stored log card is to be edited, the timeline area 315 of Fig.3 
is used by the user to visually edit clips by dragging or moving a selected video clip to 
the timeline. Once a log card is moved to the timeline area 315, a rectangular box is 
displayed, the length of which reflects the clip duration. The clip duration shows the 
beginning/end of the clip, i.e., beginning/end points which are the frame in and frame 
out points of the clip marking the beginning and end of the clip. 

Regarding claim 2, Shore et al disclose wherein the storage device is operable to 
store a selected number of image signal start points and end points (see button 390 of 
Fig.3 which enables a user to selectively store clips; col.1 1 , lines 8-35 and col.5, lines 
42-52), and the controller is operable to control the display of marks so that marks 
corresponding in number to the selected number are displayed (see Fig.7A&7B; col. 9, 
lines 50-38), here Shore shows the box that appears when clip 4 is selected by the 
user. 



Application/Control Number: 09/808,852 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

Regarding claim 5, the claimed limitations of claim 5 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above, including the display monitors 40 and 45, and PC 
controller 10 of Fig.1 ; and the display monitor 40 and computer 210 of Fig.2. 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed limitations of claim 6 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 2 above 

Regarding claim 9, the claimed limitations of claim 9 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 1 above, including the computer-readable program (see Fig.2 and 
general purpose computer 210; col.3, lines 1-8 and col.3, lines 38-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3,4,7&8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shore et al in view of Ubillos (US 5,999,173). 

Regarding claim 3, Shore et al disclose wherein the user using the record button 
390 selects a number of displayed image signal start points and end points of clips to 
record, and the clips not selected are not recorded (see col.4, line 24, to col.5, line 52 
and col.1 1 , lines 8-36). Shore et al fail to explicitly disclose wherein the controller is 
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operable to control the display of marks ( in and end points which are timecodes) so that 
the marks corresponding to the stored image signal start points and end points are 
displayed in a first color, and marks corresponding to the unstored image signal start 
points and end points are displayed in a color different from the first color. 

Ubillos teach a computer-implemented video editing method and apparatus in 
which stored video clips are displayed, and an edited video program is assembled from 
selected ones of the clips, and wherein, for example, the user specifies which portions 
of the overlay clip are transparent, in one of two ways. In one alternative, the user 
specifies a color (or range of colors) of the overlay clip as being transparent (so that the 
main clip will show through portions of the overlay clip having the specified color or 
range of colors. In another alternative, the overlay clips includes a special "alpha" 
channel, comprising bits which define grey scale level for each pixel of each frame of 
the overlay clip (see col.9, line 50 to col. 10, line 23). Here Ubillos teaches the principle 
of using different colors to achieve desired effects in the design of display of program 
clips. This provides the desirable advantage of allowing the user to use different colors 
to achieve desired effects in the design of display of program clips. 

It, therefore, would have been obvious to modify Shore by realizing Shore with 
the means to use different colors to achieve desired effects in the design of display of 
program clips, as taught by Ubillos, since this provides the desirable advantage of using 
different colors to achieve a desired effect in the design of display of program clips, for 
example, using different colors to differentiate between the "in points" and "out points" of 
stored/recorded clips and unstored/unrecorded clips. 
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Regarding claim 4, Shore fails to explicitly disclose wherein the controller is 
operable to control the display of marks so that ones of the marks corresponding to the 
stored images signal start points and end points representing the recorded image 
signals which have been reproduced by the reproducing device are displayed in a first 
color, and others of the marks corresponding to the stored image signal start points and 
end points representing the recorded image signals which have not yet been 
reproduced by the reproducing device are displayed in a color different from the first 
color. 

As discussed in claim 3, above, Ubillos teaches the principle of using different 
colors to achieve desired effects in the design of display of program clips. This provides 
the desirable advantage of allowing the user to use different colors to achieve desired 
effects in the design of display of program clips. 

It, therefore, would have been obvious to modify Shore by realizing Shore with 
the means to use different colors to achieve desired effects in the design of display of 
program clips, as taught by Ubillos, since this provides the desirable advantage of using 
different colors to achieve a desired effect in the design of display of program clips, for 
example, using different colors to differentiate between the "in points" and "out points" of 
marks corresponding to the recorded image signals which have been reproduced by the 
reproducing device, and marks corresponding to the stored image signal start points 
and end points representing the recorded image signals which have not yet been 
reproduced by the reproducing device. 
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Regarding claim 7, the claimed limitations of claim 7 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 3 above. 

Regarding claim 8, the claimed limitations of claim 8 are accommodated in the 
discussions of claim 4 above. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Abe et al (US 6,763,177) teach a video edit system used in TV 
broadcast, including a non-linear video edit system using a digital data recorder that 
features random access and nonvolatile. 

Furuyama (US 6,064,793) teaches a reproducing apparatus having an editing 
function of editing, by using another apparatus, an information signal recorded on a 
recording medium. 

Kikuchi et al (US 5,91 1,030) teach a video and audio editing system, including an 
editing system for controlling an external apparatus by means of a personal computer 
(PC) to select video and audio materials of a required scene and store them as data for 
a multimedia application. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher O. Onuaku whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 572-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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' James J. Groody 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
ArtUnitf62- iuu 




